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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

DEFAMATION AND FALSE LIGHT FEDERAL LAWSUIT FILED AGAINST 
JUSSIE SMOLLETT LAWYERS MARK GERAGOS AND TINA GLANDIAN 

Lawsuit Attempts to Repair the Reputation of Two Innocent Men, the Chicago Police Department 
and the City of Chicago; 

Conduct of Geragos and Glandian was Reckless, Irresponsible, and Reprehensible.  

Chicago, IL (April 23, 2019) – Empire actor Jussie Smollett tried to fool the world into believing he was attacked by 
two Chicagoans in an alleged attention-grabbing attempt to benefit himself. The result: a public perception 
disaster, injustice and lies. January 29, 2019 will forever be a scar on those around the world who suffer from hate 
crimes and his actions that day left an indelible mark on two innocent men, the Chicago Police Department and the 
City of Chicago.  

Smollett’s lawyers are in a position of tremendous power, and with that power comes the responsibility to 
exercise care and restraint, not abuse and defamation. Today, in response to repeated false, derogatory, and 
reprehensible statements made against Bola and Ola Osundairo by Mark Geragos, Tina Glandian, and the Geragos 
& Geragos Law Firm, who represent Jussie Smollett, a federal lawsuit was filed seeking damages for their false 
statements and defamatory claims. The suit was filed in the United States District Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois by the Gloria Law Group in partnership with Gregory E. Kulis & Associates Ltd., and the Law Offices of James 
D. Tunick.  

The suit comes in response to multiple media appearances by Mark Geragos and Tina Glandian; where, in 
interview after interview, the two made false allegations, used racial prejudices and homophobia as weapons of 
assault against the Osundairo brothers. The rhetoric Geragos and Glandian used is of such a heinous nature that it 
should not be repeated. It preyed on the very worst set of fears and bigotries that serve only to foster hate and 
animus. In doing so they have done serious damage to the reputation and standing of the bothers who were 
immensely cooperative with the Chicago Police Department, the Cook County State’s Attorney Office and the 
Grand Jury by telling the truth. The Osundairo brothers also released repeated statements about the shame and 
regret they had for their involvement in the Smollett case and the harm it did to the reputation of the City of 
Chicago. 

“We have sat back and watched lie after lie being fabricated about us in the media only so one big lie can continue 
to have life,” said Bola and Ola Osundairo. “These lies are destroying our character and  

-more- 

The Gloria Law Group 

Attorneys and Counselors At Law 

www.gloriaslaw.com 
Ph (312) 982 – 2974 * Fax (312) 277 – 3384  
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reputation in our personal and professional lives. Those who know us personally know hate for anyone is not who 
we are. We try to spread as much love and positivity with whoever we come in contact with.  

“We will no longer sit back and allow these lies to continue.” 
 
“Their lives have been forever changed and damaged by the words and acts of others,” said Gloria Schmidt, 
personal lawyer for the Osundairo brothers. “Let me make one thing perfectly clear, the brothers have done 
nothing but tell the truth to CPD and to the Grand Jury. We are going to make sure that lies and malice are met 
with truth and healing.” 

While the suit seeks financial compensation for the harm that has been done to the brothers as a result of the 
statements made by Geragos and Glandian, it also serves a much more important role. This lawsuit allows the 
country to see, in federal court, how unchecked power and abuse can do serious damage and must not be allowed 
to go unanswered. The suit filed today seeks to make clear that the conduct of Geragos and Glandian was in 
violation of the law.  

“As lawyers, we have certain powers, but we cannot abuse the platform that we, at times, are given to defame 
individuals with untruths for an attorney's own fame and fortune,” said litigation attorney Gregory Kulis. “That is 
morally wrong, ethically wrong and we believe legally wrong. 

The Osundairo brothers, the Chicago Police Department, and the entire City of Chicago were victimized. There was 
an expectation that justice would be done by way of a criminal trial. That did not happen. Today, there is an 
opportunity in the United States District Court to see that there is accountability for actions that defame and 
impugn people in order to pursue other interests. 

“We recognize this is a very serious case and we are going to treat it as such,” said litigation attorney James 
Tunick. “We are going to approach this case with dignity despite the fact Geragos and Glandian have been very 
undignified in their statements and actions. No one should be surprised by this lawsuit.” 

Gloria V. Schmidt is a general practice attorney committed to ensuring that people from all walks of life have the 
opportunity to have their rights protected and their voices heard. For nearly 40 years, Gregory E. Kulis has been a 
well-respected trial attorney in Chicago and across the country. James D. Tunick represents individuals in the most 
complex federal litigation in the United States, including FISA cases, trade secret cases, and other cases where 
individual liberties and constitutional rights are threatened.  
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